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The LGBT Community in Lebanon - Cases of HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Gender and Sexuality Resource Center (GSRC) at the Arab Foundation for Freedoms
and Equality (AFE) in collaboration with four partner organizations:

Marsa Sexual Health Center

Helem (Lebanese Protection for LGBT)

LebMASH (Lebanese Medical Association for Sexual Health)

MOSAIC (MENA Organization for Services, Advocacy, Integration and Capacity Building)
launched a secure online documentation tool, “the Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity & Expression (SOGIE) Monitor”, for human rights violations on the basis of
sexual orientation and gender identity and expression as a pilot project in January 2016.

This report reveals 65 cases of state and non-state violations reported on the Monitor
during 2016. The majority of the cases were reported by gay men (57%) and 34% by
transgender individuals. The main type of violations was abuse/assault (28%) followed
by discrimination (18%) and harassment (18%) and the source of the violations was the
highest among the societal category (55%).

The absence of laws that protect individuals from any kind of human right violation,
specifically among the LGBT community and the presence of a law (Article 534) in the
Lebanese Penal Code that is used by state agents to prosecute individuals based on their
sexual orientation or gender identity, highlight the importance of the documentation
of violation cases in order to lobby and advocate for the basic rights of individuals,
particularly among the LGBTQ community.
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Il. INTRODUCTION

The Gender and Sexuality Resource Center (GSRC) at the Arab Foundation for
Freedoms and Equality (AFE) launched the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
& Expression (SOGIE) Monitor online in January 2016.

The SOGIE Monitor was established by GSRC in collaboration with four partner
organizations:

Marsa Sexual Health Center

Helem (Lebanese Protection for LGBT)

LebMASH (Lebanese Medical Association for Sexual Health)

MOSAIC (MENA Organization for Services, Advocacy, Integration and Capacity Building).
This pilot project was launched to create a secure and accessible online platform that
serves as a documentation tool for human rights violation cases on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity and expression, with a focus on the LGBTQ population
in Lebanon.The aim of the Monitor is to provide the necessary follow-up and/or referral
for reported cases, whether with legal or financial assistance in addition to the provision
of social and psychological support and follow up.

The documentation tool and its constituents - such as type of questions, order and
approach - were developed based on international standards used for documentation of
human rights violations. The online security of sensitive material related to documented
violations was ensured by hosting the Monitor’s database on a secure server.

Two reporting forms were created; one was accessed by the aforementioned NGOs and
the other was accessible to individuals. Both forms were user-friendly and easy to access.
The individual-based form did not require personal information; however, users had the
option to submit their contact details only if they wanted to be contacted later by the
documentation officer for referral, help or support. As for the NGO-based form, the
individual’s consent was obtained before filling up the information on the system.

This report includes a descriptive summary of reported events on the Monitor for a total
number of 65 cases of state and non-state violations for a period of |2 months since the
date of its launch in January 2016. It also includes descriptive statistics of the different
types, sources, and locations of the reported violations.

This report will serve as a tool for advocacy and lobbying for the basic rights of individuals,
particularly for the LGBTQ community. Names of the participants in this report were not
disclosed for confidentiality and security purposes.
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11l. DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENTED CASES:

In Lebanon, LGBTQ individuals are still highly vulnerable to both state and social violence
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.Article 534 of the Lebanese penal
code s used to criminalize and prosecute LGBTQ individuals by prohibiting sexual relations
that “contradict the laws of nature”. LGBTQ individuals are furthermore subjected to
family violence that include death threats, physical abuse or being shunned. On a daily
basis, LGBTQ organizations and groups working on sexual and gender rights struggle
to prevent or mitigate this discrimination by providing protection, support mechanisms,
spreading awareness, monitoring state practices and striving to change public attitudes.
In 2016,the Monitor registered 65 cases of human rights violations, the majority among gay
men and transwomen individuals. More than half of those who reported being subjected
to some kind of violation were males (57%) and 34% were transgender individuals. The
main case holders on the Monitor were of Syrian and Lebanese nationalities (40% and
38% respectively). 52% and 34% of the documented cases were among gay men and
transwomen respectively, while only 10% of them were among lesbian women (refer to
Appendix l). More than half of reported violation cases (54%) took place in Beirut and
most of the cases were abuse or assault including both sexual and physical abuse. The
main source of violation was social (55%), mostly by one person or a group of individuals
in society; however, state and family-based violations were 26% and 22% respectively
(refer to Appendix I). Family-based violations were mainly reported by gay men (86%)
compared to one case reported by a lesbian woman and another by a bisexual man. As
for state-based violations, incidents have been reported by gay men and transgender
women, whether for arrest under Article 534 or apartment raids by officials without a
permit.

I. CASES OF ARREST:

Article 534 of the Lebanese penal code is commonly used to criminalize LGBTQ
individuals. It prohibits sexual relations that “contradict the laws of nature”, which is
punishable by up to a year in prison. Out of the 65 cases, 9 have reported being arrested
by authorities or having issues with their criminal records based on Article 534.

1.1 Among lesbian women:
A lesbian woman was arrested in Raouche, Beirut. She reported being blackmailed and
sexually assaulted at a detention center in that area.



1.2 Among gay men:
One of those cases took place in Kesserwan, Mount Lebanon; a gay man was facing
legislative problems related to his criminal record and has contacted Helem to gain a
clearer understanding about his rights as well as to request assigning a lawyer to handle
his case.The requested assistance was provided.
Another case took place in the south of Lebanon where a gay man was arrested under
Article 534.The arrest was noted on his criminal record, thus resulting in high level of
discrimination against him as well as difficulty in getting employed.
Similar to the aforementioned incidents, a gay man was arrested under 534 and this was
stated in his criminal record. Once released, he contacted Helem seeking assistance since
he was incapable of applying for jobs.Another gay man, who is now a refugee in Germany,
was sentenced to jail under Article 534 while in Lebanon. He is now incapable of returning
to the country because of his arrest record. An incident was reported concerning a gay
man who contacted Helem for legal assistance due to fear of being interrogated by the
officials.

A gay man reported being called into a detention center in northern Lebanon for
engaging in sexual activity with a married police officer after his wife found out about the
relationship through text message conversations on his phone. She intended to get her
husband in trouble to get custody of her daughter. During the interrogation, the man was
asked a series of degrading questions one of which was “who was penetrated?”’. He was
pressured to confess that he was the penetrator and not the police officer. After refusing
to confess, he was beaten and subjected to severe acts of physical abuse until he collapsed
on the floor. He was held at that center for five consecutive days and then transferred
to another detention center in Hamra. There, he was attacked and sexually harassed
by other detainees for some time before police officers interfered and implemented
some protective measures. He was eventually transferred to another cell. He gives some
credit to the officers in the Hamra detention center “who were helpful unlike the first
center;” as he reported on the Monitor. However, he stated that the conditions at the
latter were hideous; the cells were overcrowded, the mattresses were filthy and the
drinking water was unclean. Meanwhile, the police officer, the other detainee, was held
at another detention center. After nine days, both detainees were released since the
provided evidence was not enough to prove that they had engaged in a sexual activity.
After being diagnosed by a psychologist assigned by Helem organization, this incident had
resulted in negative implications on the gay man who is now suffering from psychological
distress as well as social exclusion. Now she identifies as a woman, is currently seeking
refuge and is facing more stigma at her workplace.



- Cases of HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

The LGBT Community in Lebanon

A 27 years old Lebanese gay man was arrested by the Army Intelligence in northern
Lebanon after publishing a half-naked picture on his Instagram account. He stated that his
parents reported him to teach him a lesson. He had been receiving continuous threats
by his family him due to his sexual orientation. At the station, he was mistreated and
insulted with disturbing and degrading terms. He was then transferred to another Army
Intelligence detention center in Tripoli where he received the same humiliating treatment
and also received threats by state agents there regarding posting another picture on
social media. During this incident, several individual rights were breached:in particular, his
right to protection from state abuse, freedom of expression, freedom from gender-based
discrimination and treatment with dignity and humanity. He is currently receiving regular
psychological support from MOSAIC and has decided to leave the country.

1.3 Among transgender individuals:

An incident was reported in Roumieh prison concerning a transwoman who was arrested
under Article 534 and was also convicted of theft. She was forced to shave her head and
was referred to as a gay man in prison. She was beaten, sexually and physically assaulted,
bullied and subjected to threats from other inmates. In addition, she was obliged to
engage in sex work as an exchange for hygienic products and her personal belongings.
Police were aware of the mentioned violations against her, but did not intervene at any
point.

Another incident occurred in Beirut, one of which was a person who reported being
arrested under Article 534 and sex work.

An apartment raid that was carried out by the Internal Security Forces (ISF) in a building
in Hamra was also reported on the Monitor through MOSAIC.Three transgender women
and a gay man were targeted for the purpose of identifying Syrian individuals among them.
The four individuals were subjected to extreme measures of violence and brutality. At
the beginning, the three Syrians were detained in an ISF detention center and then the
fourth individual, who was a Lebanese transwoman, was arrested as well. At the detention
center, all of them were asked intimate questions, about their sex life such as “who has
sexual intercourse with who?”. They were then transferred to another detention center
in Adliyeh area where the three transgender women were detained in the same room,
while the gay man was held alone in another. The next day, all of them were transferred
again to Hobeish police station in Hamra based on the assumption of their involvement
in unethical homosexual behaviors.

The transgender women were greatly mistreated in that center and detained with female
sex workers. However, they stated that the interrogator was very helpful as he informed
the Lebanese transwoman that there were no legal accusations against her and she was
released the next day.
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As for the three Syrian persons, they were detained and mistreated at Hobeish police
station for three consecutive days and then transferred again to Adliyeh since they did
not have official residency documents, but they were all registered with UNHCR. After
the interference of the latter in collaboration with MOSAIC, a lawyer was assigned to
handle their cases.They were released after a week, but had to wait for another one for
their papers. Consequently, this event had psychologically and socially traumatized the
victims as reported by MOSAIC’s psychologist. It should also be noted that usually raid
activities are carried out by state agents from Hobeish police station and not the Army
Intelligence unit.

2. FAMILY-BASED DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE:

Individuals with alternative sexualities and gender identities still lack protection and support
from society and family and continue to face discrimination. Anti-discrimination policies,
including those at schools and/or universities and those that safeguard employment and
economic opportunity, are non-existent. 14 out of the 65 cases reported on the Monitor
were violations related to discriminations from family members.

2.1 Among lesbian women:
A lesbian woman reported her struggles with her family due to her sexual orientation
in Beirut area. She contacted Helem to help her find shelter after deciding to leave her
home.

2.2 Among gay men:
After several failed attempts to escape family pressure and harassment, a gay Syrian
man quit his governmental job and succeeded in fleeing Syria to Beirut, Lebanon. Helem
offered him assistance by referring him to UNRWA that helped him with applying for
asylum in Europe. He is currently waiting for his official documents to leave to Europe.
In addition, a Palestine gay man contacted Helem to seek refuge after his boyfriend, who
was his neighbor, was killed by a family member for being gay and he has been receiving
threats ever since. He was provided with technical assistance in case he decided to leave
the country.
A young American gay man reported that his Lebanese partner vanished after he was
outed in front of his father.Another individual reported facing problems at home because
of his sexual orientation and gender identity. He also contacted Helem and asked if they
could intervene in any possible way. The organization provided the necessary assistance
and followed up with him to ensure his safety.
One of the cases was reported in Bar Elias, Beqaa area;a gay man was outed by a friend
to his family. Since then, he has been harassed by family members who have threatened to
cut down any sort of financial support if he doesn’t deny his sexual orientation.
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Another gay man in south of Lebanon reported that he was kicked out of his house
because he was gay. A second case was also reported by a gay Palestinian man, aged 26
years and residing in the same area. He was threatened by his family members to be
kicked out of the house and even killed after finding out about his sexual orientation.
He was subjected to different kinds of violations that include physical and sexual assaults
as well as sexual harassment. This has affected his well-being and resulted in physical
exhaustion and several suicide attempts. He was closely monitored and cared for by
MOSAIC to improve his social and psychological well-being as well as find an alternative
house for him to live in.

In Mount Lebanon, several cases were also reported with family members being the
source of violation.A Syrian refugee residing in that area was facing great pressure from
his family that emerged after finding out he was gay. Another person was threatened
to be kicked out of the house and shunned by his family after discovering his sexual
orientation through phone conversations, pictures, and Facebook. He has been receiving
psychological support and continuous follow up ever since the incident by MOSAIC.

2.3 Case of a bisexual man:
A bisexual married man, who had to hide his sexual attractions to men from his wife for a
period of four and a half years, reported being subjected to threats and was psychologically
abused by her and a close friend of his. He outed himself to his close friend who deceived
him, told his wife and had an affair with her for a period of 7 months.After he discovered
that his wife was cheating on him, he divorced her and many problems emerged ever since.
He stated that he received threats from both his ex-wife and the friend. The following
incidents resulted in him suffering psychological exhaustion and desperately needing help.
He reported twice on the monitor;in the first reporting he preferred to be anonymous
and didn’t provide his name nor contact information, while he provided all the required
information in his second reporting and pointed out that it was provided because he is
really in need of any kind of possible help.

3. VIOLATIONS AGAINST TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS:

In Lebanon and the region, the most discriminated against within the LGBT community
are trans'individuals. They are, in the majority of cases, ostracized by their families
and the community at large. Therefore, they try to find jobs through their network of
connections within the community if they had that chance or they decide to leave their
country of origin and seek asylum in another country.Almost one fourth of the reported
cases on the Monitor involved violations committed against trans individuals, in particular
transwomen.

1 : . .
The term trans people realizes the difference between transsexual and transgender and encompasses both those categories
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3.1 Cases of harassment:

A 22 years old transgender woman reported being attacked at night around Salloum
roundabout area as she was returning home from a party. She was approached by two
men on a motorbike and was asked if she had a penis and whether she was a man
dressed as a woman. After ignoring their questions, they yelled “you faggot dressed as a
woman,” pulled her by the hair thus removing her wig, and then threw her on the ground,
spat on her, and left. She didn’t yell or ask for help believing no one will aid her. She
was even afraid that if she does, more acts of violence and harassment will follow. This
incident had a negative impact on its survivor who has suffered from social exclusion and
psychological issues. She reported the attack to MOSAIC who provided her with the
necessary psychological and social support.

Another reported incident involves a Syrian transwoman aged 22 years who was working
at a construction site when she was sexually harassed by the contractor’s brother. After
rejecting him, she was fired without a warning and was not compensated for her last
month at work. After the incident, the woman suffered psychological damage which was
worsened because of the stress to find a way to arrange her monthly rent and fearing
being kicked out of the house.After contacting MOSAIC, she was offered regular social
and psychological support and a part time job was secured for her as well. An almost
similar case was reported by a 22 years old, Syrian, transgender who was physically
assaulted in public and fired from their job without a notice.

A transwoman in her fifties reported being stalked by a man without specifying the
incident’s area. A Lebanese transwoman in her twenties reported she was harassed in
Beirut because of her gender identity. After getting arrested in Beirut, a transwoman
contacted Helem seeking legislative support.A lawyer was assigned to help with her case.

3.2 Cases of abuse or eviction:

A 24 year old Palestinian transwoman was walking on the main street of Bourj Hammoud
late at night and was dressed in “women clothes” when a small van stopped and parked
next to her. She stated that in the van there were four men including the driver who had
a northern Lebanese accent. They verbally abused her and then two of the men got off
the van, ran in her direction and started beating her up leaving behind clear bruises of
violence all over her body.They then went back into the van and left her stranded on the
floor.

There were no witnesses around. She got up after regaining some of her strength and
went to her room. She did not report the incident to avoid getting in the hassle of the
procedures that would follow, and because of her vague memory of the perpetrators’
faces. She is currently receiving social and psychological services and support from
MOSAIC.

11
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It was reported by MOSAIC that a transgender woman in Mount Lebanon area was
subjected to continuous acts of physical violence by her partner who regularly forced her
to have sex with others in exchange for money. He always took all the money for himself,
leaving her penniless. She eventually kicked him out of the rented house whose expenses
were fully covered by her but decided not to report or sue him. She has been receiving
the necessary psychological and social support.

A 47 years old transwoman, who lived in a small room in Broummana, was kicked out
of her house without any previous notice after being physically assaulted, stoned and
verbally abused. This has resulted in severe psychological issues which escalated with the
difficulty of finding a shelter. She was referred to MOSAIC for help to find an appropriate
house and adequate psychological support and follow up.Another Lebanese transwoman,
who lived in a building that was under construction, was evicted by the landlord.

3.3 Cases of deportation or seeking refuge:

A Jordanian transwoman was being subjected to death threats and various acts of violence
in her country of origin; consequently, she contacted Helem for assistance in seeking
asylum. She is currently safe and was moved to Lebanon. A Jordanian transman ran away
from home and contacted Helem for assistance in finding a shelter upon his arrival to
Lebanon. A Syrian transwoman contacted Helem to inquire about a possible way of
entering Lebanon, since she was facing some difficulties with her identity card because
of her gender identity. The problem was resolved and she is now living in Lebanon. A
transwoman, who used to reside in the UAE, was deported from the country because
she is living with HIV.This incident happened after she was called for a job interview and
was then rejected based on her physical appearance.

3.4 Case of a kidnapped transwoman:
A transwoman was kidnapped in Beirut,dumped in a jeep where her clothes were forcibly
removed and naked pictures were taken of her.After that, she was thrown off the vehicle.
She contacted Helem where she was provided with the needed legal assistance and was
referred to MARSA for the necessary psychological and psychosocial support.

3.5 Case of a transgender woman who was raped:
A Syrian transgender woman was living in Burj Hammoud with her partner, a drug dealer.
He frequently abused her physically until the night of January 14,2016, when she decided
to leave the house and ran away to a dodgy street in Dora. Coincidentally, a taxi passed
by and she got into the car.The driver started to sexually harass her and offered her beer,
the bottle was already open. After she drank it, she woke up to find herself helpless on
the streets with marks of cigarettes, bruises and signs of rape all over her body.

12



She couldn’t file a case against him, because she was not able to remember his face or the
car’s plate number. She was provided with the required social and psychological support
and follow up at MOSAIC and the needed healthcare services were provided to her from
Makhzoumi Foundation. She later left the country to find peace and serenity in a more
accepting environment.

3.6 A legislative case of a transgender woman:
A 40 years old transgender woman reported contacting Helem organization for legal
advice and assistance in changing her identity on official documents. She had been
stigmatized on the streets and in governmental premises when she requested to change
her gender on the ID. She was told that before undergoing a full gender reassignment
procedure, she can’t refer herself as a she.

4. BLACKMAILING, CYBER BULLYING & FRAMED KIDNAPPINGS:

A cyber-bullying incident was reported involving a person who realized that someone
had created a Grindr account using his personal information and claiming that he was
HIV-positive. The victim also received a massive number of text message threats. He
contacted Helem organization and the adequate technical advice was provided, since
then he hasn’t reported kind of violation by that person. It was also documented that
a young Egyptian man reported being blackmailed and threatened by a person who he
met on Grindr. After meeting at the victim’s house, his date attacked him and stole all
his belongings. A third case also reported being blackmailed through a fake account and
subjected to condemning threats. Moreover, a gay man, aged 30 years old, reported that
he was stalked and blackmailed; Helem provided him with legal assistance and assigned
him a lawyer to handle his case.

A Syrian refugee was kidnapped by two men who claimed to be affiliated with a Lebanese
political party. He was blindfolded and driven to an empty and unfinished building. He
started yelling for help and once found, the attackers ran away. He was then interrogated
by members of Hezbullah who were able to identify the attackers.This was the attackers’
strategy to steal money and it wasn’t the first time during that year.

A Palestinian gay man, aged 33 years old, reported facing unexpected violence and
attempted theft then was thrown onto a sidewalk in Saida after meeting a person through
WeetChat,. The victim had planned to meet up with that person after their relationship
escalated and entailed exchanging nude pictures.While he was in the perpetrator’s car, he
stated that minutes into the conversation something was sprayed around and he started
to lose conscious.

13
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The victim was then attacked, beaten, called degrading names by three men who started
yelling “give us your money!” and was eventually thrown out of the car on the sidewalk.
A week later, he woke up from a coma in the hospital. He filed a court case in the Saida
detention center and found out that the four perpetrators had similar past experience.
After detaining them, they accused him of drug use and stated that they attacked him
to steal his money hence refusing to admit that it was a hate crime. He was taken to
Hobeish police station accordingly and got tested for drugs; the results were negative and
he was released immediately.

5. ASYLUM SEEKERS DUE TO THREATS AND VIOLENCE:

A gay man and his boyfriend were threatened by their neighbors in their village in Syria
after finding out that they were a couple. They contacted Helem for advice and guidance
on how to seek refuge in such a situation. Similarly,a gay man contacted Helem inquiring
about the arrangements that should be made to leave his country, Libya, after receiving
a massive amount of death threats as well as being beaten and tortured because of his
sexual orientation. Requested information were provided by the organization for both
reported cases.

6. RAPE CASES:

Several rape incidents were also reported on the Monitor; some of which involved
threats of being outed, manipulation and psychological abuse. A gay man reported that
he was raped in Metn area and approached Helem organization asking for referral to
medical and psychological care. Another rape incident was reported by a lesbian woman
with the perpetrator being the handy man who was fixing something in her house. The
survivor bled and had an abortion at home a couple of weeks after the incident. The
third reported rape incident did not only involve nonconsensual sexual activity, but also
other forms of human rights violations such as sexual and physical assaults as well as
manipulation and isolation from the community. A Syrian gay man, aged 24 years old,
was residing in Lebanon, but was not registered as a refugee. He was threatened to
be publicly outed by his ex-partner who he met through a friend in common. His ex-
partner alienated him from his loved ones by manipulating him. He also raped him more
than once and forced him to get engaged in sexual activities in exchange for money.The
partner used to control the survivor and use him to have access to alcohol and drugs. He
threatened to “out” him in front of his family by using physical violence.The survivor has
put an end to his relationship with his ex-partner, but he lives in constant fear and only
leaves the house if necessary. He is now constantly monitored and cared for socially and
psychologically at MOSAIC.A survivor individually reported being raped and then robbed
by three men in Mount Lebanon area.
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7. DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT:

A 31 years old Iraqi lesbian, who lived in Burj Hammoud, experienced difficulties with the
landlord after her partner started to visit her more frequently. The landlord interrogated
her by asking personal questions as well as with saying “l do not want to host people who
look like this.” They were given a couple of days to evacuate the apartment.The couple
was provided with psychological and financial support at MOSAIC and they were also
assisted in finding a safe shelter in the Bekaa with the help of UNHCR.Another incident
was also reported by a lesbian woman who was evicted from her house due to her sexual
orientation. She resorted to Helem organization for support and assistance in finding a
convenient and affordable shelter.

An Iraqi gay couple,aged 27 and 28 years old, were harassed by their flatmates in a shared
apartment and asked questions like “why do you always stay in the same room? Both of
you are surely gay.” They were then told to leave the apartment, because they are not
welcome in that place anymore. This incident has psychologically exhausted the couple
who have resorted to MOSAIC where the required social and psychological follow up
was provided.They were also assisted in finding a convenient and safe shelter.

A 29 year old Syrian gay refugee was living in a private room with friends in a shared
apartment in Hamra. He wasn’t able to pay a monthly rent, so the landlord sexually
harassed him by threatening to kick him out if he doesn’t have sex with him. After
refusing, the landlord kicked him out of the apartment. He went to live with his friends
and approached MOSAIC for social and psychological care.

An incident was reported on the Monitor that involved a 24 years old Syrian gay refugee
who was evicted from his home after his roommate discovered his sexual orientation
through Whatsapp conversations.The roommate threatened to report him to the Bishop,
who assisted them in finding the room, and gave him 2 days to leave it. After the incident,
he directly left the room and experienced psychological difficulties because he didn’t want
to be outed in public. He was referred to MOSAIC and was provided with emergency
cash to cover his rent as well as social and psychological support and follow up that
ended in August 2016 after he got asylum in Norway with the help of UNHCR.

A 31 year old Syrian lesbian was physically assaulted and verbally harassed by three men
in Hamra. She was beaten up and attacked with negative insults and remarks such as “are
you a male or female, Tomboy! You look like a man! Show us what you have between your
legs.” She was not approached by anyone on the street to rescue her.After that incident,
she visited MOSAIC to report the assault and received the needed psychological support
until she left the country and is now residing in France.
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8. GOVERNMENTAL AND INTERNATIONAL VIOLATIONS:

One incident reported on the Monitor involved a violation by UNHCR where a gay
Syrian man was requested to provide evidence that proved he is gay. On another note,
several state violations were reported on the Monitor including apartments’ raids
without warrants. An apartment was raided in Jounieh by Intelligence Army agents; the
residents, three Syrian refugees who identify themselves either as transgender or gay,
were subjected to various acts of violence, harassment, and threats of being deported.
Riffles were pointed to their backs and they were asked a series of intimidating questions,
one of which was “why do you look and dress in a weird way?” The three individuals
approached MOSAIC to report the violation and receive the required psychological
support before leaving the country in August 2016 with the help of UNHCR.

Another apartment raid by the army in Geitawi area was reported on the Monitor through
MOSAIC.The state agents forcibly entered the house of two Syrian gay men, aged 31 and
57 years, and started inspecting it and searching the latter’s cellphone without a warrant.
One of the residents was not home at that time. His partner was pushed on the ground,
asked personal and intimate questions, and threatened to leave the building because of
their sexual orientation. After demanding to check their identification papers, they took
pictures of them on their cellphones and told the man that they are expected to leave
the house immediately.A couple of days later, they moved out of the apartment and were
provided with the necessary psychological care and support at MOSAIC.

A transwoman reported a violation from a state agent at a checkpoint in Raouche area
through Helem organization. She was returning home with her friend late at night after
a party when they were stopped by an officer who requested to see her identification
papers. When he noticed that her physical appearance and papers don’t match, he
threatened to arrest her for impersonation. Since she knew what her rights were, she
responded “I'm a transwoman and you cannot do anything about it.” He called on his
colleagues to come and watch thus insulting her even more.The officers told her friend
to leave and stated that they will arrest her (referring to her as a male). After arresting
her, they sexually and verbally harassed her by taking pictures of her cleavage, pulling her
shirt down and asking her if they go to the detention center or “somewhere else” then
they released her.The next day, she went to file a complaint at Sakanet El Helo where she
was treated with respect and was referred to a detention center in Ramlet El Bayda.The
officers were also very respectful and helpful there as well that they helped her identify
the violator. The commander confronted the officer who denied the incident at first,
but was found guilty after checking his phone and the pictures on it. He explained to her
that it is her right to file a case in court against him. She went to Helem seeking legal
assistance which was provided by Legal Agenda who are working on her case.
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IV. CONCLUSION

Human rights’ violations monitoring is a unique method to gather and categorize needed
information about the human rights situation in a country over, with the goal of engaging
in advocacy to address those violations and their respective impacts.

Most of the documented cases on the Monitor have been followed up and were provided
with the necessary support whether legislative, medical or psychological. As previously
mentioned, the majority of people who have reported on the Monitor were gay men
(52%) compared with lesbian women (10%). This low percentage of reporting among
lesbian women may be due to fear or unawareness of an existing secure documentation
tool.

Collaborative efforts among the different concerned NGOs should be enhanced to

increase the visibility and thus access to the Monitor in any case of violation within the
LGBT community in specific.
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V. ANNEX

Appendix I: Graphs
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- Cases of HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

The LGBT Community in Lebanon

2. Appendix 2: Definitions
2.1 Sexual orientation and gender identity definitions:

Sexual orientation: Emotional and sexual attraction to someone, whether that person
is of the same sex, the opposite sex, or people of both sexes.

Gender identity: A person’s self-identification as man, woman, agender, or genderqueer
according to the relevant social definition of gender, regardless of their biological sex or

their sexual orientation.

Heterosexual: A person who is emotionally and sexually attracted to someone of the
opposite sex.

Homosexual/gay/lesbian: A person who is emotionally and sexually attracted to
someone of the same sex.

Bisexual: A person who is emotionally and/or sexually attracted to more than one gender.
Transgender man: A person who was born a female but identifies as a man.
Transgender woman: A person who was born a male but identifies as a woman.

Transsexual: A person who underwent, or has taken the decision to undergo, cosmetic
surgeries to change their biological sex.
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2.2 Types of Violations definitions:

“Out” an individual: reveal his/her/their sexual orientation or gender identity without
their consent

Abuse/ assault: actual or threatened physical intrusion, whether by force or under
unequal or coercive conditions.

Discrimination: an action or a decision that treats a person or a group negatively for
reasons such as their race, age, disability, sex or gender.

Harassment: a form of discrimination. It involves any unwanted physical or verbal
behaviour that offends or humiliates you. Generally, harassment is a behaviour that persists
over time. Serious one-time incidents can also sometimes be considered harassment.

Threat: a communicated intent to inflict harm or loss on another person.

Arrest: a seizure or forcible restraint; an exercise of the power to deprive a person of
their liberty

Rape: nonconsensual penetration — even if slightly — of any body part of a person with
a sexual organ and/or nonconsensual invasion of the genital or anal opening of a person
with any object or body part.

Blackmail/ Cyber bullying: refers to bullying someone through the internet, email,
text messages, or other means of electronic communication. Examples of this form of
psychological and/or physical harassment include unmerited criticism, isolation, gossip,
changes to job duties that are detrimental, responsibilities delegated but without authority,
essential information withheld, or behavior that is intimidating or demeaning.

Deportation: the action of expelling a foreigner from a country
Kidnap: the crime of unlawfully seizing and carrying away a person by force or fraud, or

seizing and detaining a person against their will with an intent to carry them away at a
later time.
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VIi. ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS
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Arab Foundation for Freedoms and Equality

The Arab Foundation for Freedoms and Equality (AFE) is
an organization that supports grassroots activist groups and
organizations that are working on a wide range of initiatives
including human rights, gender and sexual health.

The Gender and Sexuality Resource Center (GSRC)

The Gender and Sexuality Resource Center (GSRC) is a
program of AFE that aims to address knowledge gaps and
create an alternative site of knowledge production in Arabic.
The GSRC is an information hub that brings together activists,
academics, and researchers who work and produce knowledge
on Gender and Sexuality in the MENA region.

Helem

Helem is a Lebanese non-profit organization working on
improving the legal and social status of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people (LGBT). Helem translates as “Lebanese
Protection for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and Transgenders”
and is the first official LGBT advocacy group in the Arab
World. Helem means dream in Arabic, and an acronym for
Lebanese Protections for LGBTQs.

Marsa

Marsa is a sexual health center based in Beirut, Lebanon. It
has been operating officially since February 2011. The purpose
behind the center is to provide confidential and anonymous
services related to sexual health. Services are provided
to the public in a friendly environment free of stigma and
discrimination against age, sex, gender and sexual orientation.



LEBMASH

NM23RIC

LEBMASH

The Lebanese Medical Association for Sexual Health
(LebMASH) is an organization of a group of health care
professionals. It was founded in 2012 and aims at advancing
healthcare for LGBT individuals and sexual/reproductive health
for all individuals in Lebanon. It also focuses on advancing
research related to LGBT health and sexual health as well as
providing trainings for health care professionals in Lebanon.

MOSAIC

(MENA Organization for Services, Advocacy, Integration and
Capacity Building) is a holistic program committed to improve
the health and wellness of LGBTIQ groups in Lebanon. Its
strategic goal is to achieve the coexistence of people in friendly
communities within national and regional systems. Founded
by activists, legal and health experts, MOSAIC provides
comprehensive services for LGBTIQ individuals, researches
and advocates for policy reform, builds knowledge on SOGI
issues, and engages various communities in the fight against
LGBTIQ human rights violations.
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VIil. ABOUT THE AUTHOR

NOOR NAKIB

is the Program Coordinator of the Gender and Sexuality Resource Center at the Arab
Foundation for Freedoms and Equality. She holds a Master’s degree in Public Health with
a concentration in Epidemiology and Biostatistics from the American University of Beirut.
Her research work currently focuses on gender, sexuality and bodily rights of individuals in
the MENA region through awareness raising, knowledge production and advocacy.
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